
Geographical Features in the UK: How are countries in the UK different?

Very Important Vocabulary 
Continent: A continent is a huge area of land. There are 7 continents in the world. 

United Kingdom: A country made up of four smaller countries: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Country: A place with its own land, people and rules. The world has many different countries. 

Europe: A continent made up of many countries.
Island: A piece of land that is completely surrounded by water. The UK is a group of islands.
Coastline: Where land meets the sea. A coastline is often made up of beaches, cliffs and bays. 

Capital city: Is where a country’s government has its headquarters and where important decisions are made.
Town: A place that is bigger than a village but smaller than a city. Towns often have homes, shops and schools.

City: A large place where many people live and work. Cities often have lots of buildings, roads and trandsport links.
Countryside: Land outside of towns and cities. It often has fields, farms, hills and lots of greenery. Often, fewer

people live there.

The United Kingdom:
The United kingdom consists of four countries: England,

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. England is located in
the southern part of Great Britain, Scotland is located in

the North and Wales to the west. Northern Ireland is
located on a different island called Ireland.

Urban Areas:
These are busy places where lots of people live close

together. These places have many buildings like houses,
schools, shops and hospitals. People who live in urban

areas often have better access to transport.
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Rural Areas:
These are quiet areas with less infrastruxture and more

nature. People live in small villages and do not always have
access to shops, schools, supermarkets and hospitals

withoit travel. 

The capital of England is London. The capital of Wales is Cardiff. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. The capital of
Northern Ireland is Belfast. England is the largest and most populated country in the UK. 

England’s terrain is mostly lowland. It has rolling hills and fertile plans. The Pennines are a range of upland hills that run
through the centre of England. The Lake District contains England’s highest peaks, Scafell Pike. 

Wales is mountainous. particularly in north and central regions. Snowdonia National Park contains Mount Snowdon,
this is Wales’s highest peak.  

Scotland’s highest mountain is Ben Nevis, this is also the highest peak in the UK. Scotland has many different lochs
(lakes), glens (valleys) and long stretches of coastlines. Scotland also has many islands.

Northern Ireland has Sperrin and Mourne Mountains. Lough (lake) Neagh is the largest freshwater lake in the UK.
Northern Ireland has rugged coastlines, with notable landmarks like the Giant’s Causeway. 
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