
Informal settlements: What challenges do people face living in informal settlements in Rio de Janeiro?

Very Important Vocabulary:
Informal Settlement: A place where people build homes without official permission or planning. 

Overcrowded: When too many people live in one space.
Urbanisation: When more and more people move to live in towns and cities instead of the countryside.

Overpopulation: When there are more people in a place than it can support. 
Migration: When people move from one place to another.

Inequality: When people don’t have the same access to things like housing, education, healthcare, or jobs.
Poverty: When people don’t have enough money for basic needs like food, clothing, shelter, or healthcare.

Equality: When everyone is treated fairly and has the same chances in life, no matter where they live or who they are. 
Favela: A  type of informal settlement found in Brazil, especially in cities like Rio de Janeiro.

NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations:Groups that work to help people, but are not run by the government. NGOs might help
by building schools, giving healthcare, or supporting people in poverty. They often work in favelas or places that need extra

support.

Informal settlements 

What is a favela?
In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, some people live in areas called favelas. These are informal settlements —

that means they’ve been built without official planning or permission. People often build their homes
using materials like wood, metal sheets, or concrete. Many favelas are on steep hills or in areas at

risk of flooding, with narrow, winding roads that are hard to travel.
Favelas often don’t have reliable water, toilets, or electricity. Even so, they are full of life. Local

shops, street food, music, and festivals are part of everyday life, and people in favelas are known for
their strong community spirit.

What is being done to help?
The Brazilian government and local organisations have been working to improve life in favelas. Programmes like Favela-Bairro have
helped by:

Paving roads and improving transport
Building proper toilets and drains
Adding streetlights and rubbish collection
Creating health centres and schools

Many charities and community groups also offer help with education, job training, and healthcare. Some run music or sports
projects to give young people positive opportunities.

Urbanisation
Favelas have grown because of rapid urbanisation — this means lots of people have moved into cities

like Rio very quickly. Many come hoping for jobs and a better life, but there aren’t enough
affordable homes. As a result, people build their own houses on land where building rules are not
enforced. This land is often steep, dangerous, or far from the city centre. Over time, these small,

self-built homes become large, crowded neighbourhoods.

What are conditions like in a favela?
Life in a favela can be very difficult. Homes are often crowded and not built to a safe standard. There
may be problems like:

Limited clean water and poor toilets
Power cuts or unsafe electricity supplies
Floods, landslides, or fires
Poor roads and little public transport
Few nearby schools, hospitals, or jobs

Because of this, it’s hard for families to have access to education, healthcare, or work.

How is life in a favela different from other parts of Rio de Janeiro?
Life in favelas is very different from wealthier parts of the city. In richer areas, people live in well-

built houses with good roads, clean water, and regular rubbish collection. There are usually schools,
hospitals, shops, and safe transport nearby.

In favelas, these services are limited or missing. People often work in informal jobs like selling food
on the street or running small businesses. Despite these difficulties, favela communities are strong and

creative.

What challenges still remain?
Even with support, favelas still face many problems. Poor housing and weak infrastructure make floods and landslides dangerous.
Jobs are hard to find, and crime can be a problem in some areas. Access to education and healthcare is still unequal compared to

richer neighbourhoods.
To make real change, the government, local groups, and residents must keep working together to improve living conditions fairly

across the whole city.
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