
Global Trade: How do we get our food and commodities in the UK?

Very Important Vocabulary:
Global Trade: When countries buy and sell goods and services to each other across the world.

Globalisation: The way the world is becoming more connected, especially through trade, travel, technology, and communication. 
Manufactured: When something is made in a factory, often using machines.
Imported: When a country buys and brings in goods from another country.

Exported: When a country sells and sends goods to another country.
Commodities: Basic goods that are used to make other things or are bought and sold, like oil, coffee, cotton, and wheat.

Supply chain: The journey a product takes from where it’s made or grown to the person who buys it.
Food Miles: The distance food travels from where it’s grown to your plate. Food from far away usually has higher food miles and

a bigger environmental impact.
Carbon footprint: The amount of carbon dioxide (CO₂) released into the air because of someone’s actions.

Ethical: Doing what is fair and right. In trade, this means making sure that workers are treated well, paid fairly, and that the
environment is not harmed.

Global Trade

The UK trades with countries all over the world
The UK imports goods like clothes, food, and electronics from countries such as China, Bangladesh,

India, and EU nations. It also exports goods and services like pharmaceuticals, cars, and financial
services to places like the USA, Germany, and China.

The UK depends on global trade for many of its needs
Even though the UK grows some of its own food and goods, it relies on international trade to get fuel, raw materials, and

products it doesn’t make enough of. Goods often arrive at major UK ports like Southampton and Liverpool.

Importation and Clothing
We import many of our clothes from countries like Bangladesh and China. These countries are major
clothing suppliers because they have lower labour costs and big factories. The UK also imports high-

quality clothes from Italy, Portugal, and Turkey.

Importation and Food
We import fruits, vegetables, and drinks from places like the European Union, Africa, and South

America, especially in winter when certain foods can’t grow here.

Exportation and the UK
Britain exports things like aerospace equipment, medicines, and cars, and is also famous for exporting

financial services—such as banking and insurance.

How do products reach UK supermarkets?
Goods are moved by road, rail, sea, and air. For example, fresh food is carried in refrigerated lorries,

while luxury goods and rare fruits might arrive by airplane.

Mobile Phone Manufacturing
Mobile phone factories create jobs in countries like China and Vietnam, but some workers face poor
conditions. Mining for materials like lithium and cobalt can also damage the environment and affect

local people’s health.

Ethical Trading
Ethical trading means being fair to workers and the planet. Ethical trade helps make sure that workers
have safe jobs, fair pay, and that products are made in ways that don’t harm the environment. It can

cost more, but it leads to better lives and a cleaner planet.
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